What do Social, Economic & Political Studies Graduates Do?

This briefing paper presents the key findings from further analyses of an extensive graduate careers dataset generated through research by the Enterprise Centre for Learning and Curriculum Innovation, and funded by the North West Development Agency. 

The further analyses of the graduate dataset break down the data by 18 subject categories defined by the Higher Education Statistical Agency (HESA). Such longitudinal graduate labour market intelligence is a valuable resource for academic departments and support services concerned with enhancing the employability of undergraduate students.

A separate briefing paper has been produced for each HESA subject area, in descending order of response:

Combined Subject Areas, Business and Administrative Studies, Engineering and Technology, Physical Sciences, Languages, Social Economic and Political Sciences, Biological Sciences, Subjects Allied to Medicine, Humanities, Creative Arts and Design, Education, Architecture, Building and Planning, Medicine and Dentistry, Computer Science, Law, Mathematical Sciences, Librarianship and Information Science*, and Agricultural and related Studies*. (*Cell counts too small to warrant separate briefing papers)

The Graduate Dataset

· The original dataset was derived from a questionnaire survey of 14,850 graduates from seven of the region's HEIs: University of Manchester, UMIST, Bolton Institute of HE, University of Salford, Manchester Metropolitan University, University College Warrington, and Stockport College of Further and Higher Education

· A total of 3644 responses were received from graduates of years 1990 to 1997, capturing graduate careers from 6 months to 7 years after graduation

· 93% of responses were received from graduates of degree programmes, 7% from HNDs

· 55% of responses were from females and 45% from males  

Health Warning!

· When breaking down the dataset by HESA subject category, some cell counts are small and care needs to be taken when interpreting the data. Also, please note that although data has been collected from graduates for both their first and current job, the longitudinal nature of the survey means that for some graduates current job may also be first job.
The  Social, Economic and Political Studies Graduate Dataset

· 260 Social, Economic and Political Studies graduates* (7.4% of total graduate dataset) of degree programmes(99%) and HNDs (1%) from 5 of the region’s HEIs, in descending order of response: University of Manchester, Manchester Metropolitan University, University of Salford, Bolton Institute of HE and Stockport College of Further and Higher Education.

· 43% females and 58% males 

· Over 20 graduates each year from 1990 to 1996.

· 11 graduates achieved a first class degree classification, 156 achieved a 2:1; 84 achieved a 2:2 and 6 achieved a pass or a third.

· 8% of graduates indicated that their course had involved a sandwich year or other “in-the-field” experience; this compares to 26% of the total graduate dataset 

· 20% of graduates indicated that they had gained other significant work experience before graduating, this compares to 26% of the total graduate dataset

*Hereafter referred to as Social Studies graduates.

The Career Patterns of Social Studies Graduates

· Social Studies graduates are less likely to be in full-time permanent employment than graduates across all subject areas in year after graduation, but from 18 months have similar employment rates to graduates.
· There are higher rates of part time permanent and short term employment amongst Social Sciences graduates in the year following graduation than amongst graduates across all subject areas.
· Social Studies graduates are fairly typical of graduates across all subject areas in their likelihood of following further study.

· Unemployment is slightly lower for Social Studies graduates than it is for graduates across all subject areas at most points following graduation.


Employment Status

Social Studies graduate data is highlighted

Time interval

Since graduation
Full-time permanent
Part-time permanent
Short-term employment
Further Study
Unavailable
Unemployed


%
%
%
%
%
%

6 months
57.7
46.3
3.3
6.6
9.5
15.8
17.9
17.4
3.7
6.2
8.0
7.7

N=3619
n=259













1 year
66.8
60.8
2.3
3.6
6.1
8.4
16.4
16.4
4.2
7.2
4.2
3.6

N=3512
n=250













18 months
72.6
73.6
2.2
1.8
4.1
4.4
14.7
13.2
2.6
3.1
3.8
4.0

N=3073
n=227













2 years
78.8
78.7
1.6
2.0
2.9
4.0
12.5
9.9
2.2
3.5
2.5
2.0

N=2711
n=202













3 years
83.3
88.0
1.5
1.2
1.9
0.6
10.0
7.2
1.8
3.0
1.5
0

N=2009
n=167













4 years
86.4
86.7
1.1
2.3
1.4
0
7.5
9.4
1.8
0.8
1.8
0.8

N=1473
n=128













Current
86.8
85.3
2.1
4.0
1.5
0.4
6.5
8.3
1.3
0.8
1.8
1.2

N=3526
n=252













Number of Jobs Held since Graduation
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Across all subject areas the majority of graduates had held either one or two jobs since graduation. The picture was similar for Social Studies graduates. 
· 32% of Social Studies graduates are still in their first job following graduation.
Months in First Permanent Job
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The mean time in the first permanent job for those who have had more than one job across all subjects was 16 months, for Social Studies graduates it was 19  months. 

Broad Employment Sector

· Across all subject areas, approximately two-thirds of graduates were found to be working within the private sector for both first and current employment. However, the percentages varied considerably by subject.

· 64% of Social Studies graduates are in the private sector for first job, falling to 61% for current job.

Self-employment

· Across all subjects less than 3% of graduates became self-employed. Around 1% of Social Studies graduates are self-employed.

· Self-employment was most predominant in the following employment sectors: Business Services, Health and Social Work, and Other Community, Social and Personal Service Activities. 

In Which Sectors do Graduates Find Employment?

Graduates' sectors of employment were coded in terms of the 17 category UK Standard Industrial Classification system (SIC92) and concentrated into 14 major categories. The pie charts show the current sectoral employment across all subjects and in particular to Social Studies graduates.

· For some areas of study, sector destinations of graduates could be predicted with a high degree of certainty; less vocationally oriented courses realised a much wider spread of graduates across industry sectors. 

· Across all subjects, the Manufacturing and Business Service sectors attracted and retained the highest percentages of graduates followed by the Education and Health and Social Work sectors. 

· The favoured sector destinations of Social Studies graduates were in Business Services, Health and Social Work and Education.
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Sector Mobility

· Across all subjects, of those graduates who had held more than one job since graduation, nearly 50% of them had changed sectors between their first and current job.  Of the 160 Social Studies graduates who have held more than one job since graduation 48% changed employment sector between first and current job. 

Graduates’ Geographical Mobility

Retaining graduates within the region is a key ingredient for improving regional competitiveness. For this reason it was necessary to find out if graduates remained in the North West after graduation and, if not, where they went and what determined movement.

· Across all subjects, 41% of graduates remained in the North West for their first job and 36% remained in the North West during their current job. For Social Studies graduates the figures were 36% for first job and 31% for current job.

· Across all subjects, over 52% of all graduates returned 'home' for their first permanent employment, the data suggests that the 'home' location exerted more of a pull on graduates than University location with a similar percentage of graduates currently working in their home location.

· Across all subjects, of those graduates who had held more than one permanent job since graduation, some 38% relocated to a different geographical area between their first and current employment, 12% moved out of the North West and 5% of graduates returned to the North West after their first job. 

· In relation to movement into and out of the North West, 7% of Social Studies graduates moved from the area and 4% came to the area.

Size of Employing Organisation

· The majority of all graduates were employed in large organisations (1000+ employees) for first and current jobs. 41% of Social Studies graduates were in large organisations for their first job, rising to 47% for current job. 

The table below shows the movement of graduates between different size organisation from their first job to their current job. For example, the first row shows that 59.9% of graduates whose first job was in an SME remained in an SME, 17.5% moved to a medium-sized organisation and 22.6% moved to a large organisation.

Data refer to the total graduate sample (Social Studies data appears in parentheses)

First Job
Current Job


Organisational Size
SME

(under 200 employees)
Medium

(201-999 employees)
Large

(1000+ employees)


SME (under 200 employees)
59.9%   (54.8%)
17.5%   (15.1%)
22.6%   (30.1%)


Medium (201-999 employees)
33.0%   (25.9%)
39.0%    (37.0%)
28.0%   (37.0%)


Large (1000+ employees)
20.5%   (18.5%)
12.9%   (7.7%)
66.6%   (73.8%)

· Across all subjects, the main movement between sizes of organisation, was out of medium sized organisations and into both SMEs and large organisations. A significant majority of graduates who started work within SMEs and large organisations were currently employed in similar-sized organisations and the percentage movement into SMEs and large organisations was roughly equivalent. 

· Social Studies graduates are more likely to remain in large organisation when changing jobs than graduates across all subject areas.
Graduate Salaries

The charts below show the distribution of salary levels for each subject, according to first and current* job. (*'Current job' did not include those whose current job was still their first job)  
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· Across all subjects, the modal (most frequent) salary level for graduates in their first job was between £10,001 and £15,000 pa.  This was also the modal salary level for Social Sciences graduates.
· When first job and current job salary levels were compared, not surprisingly current job wage levels tended to be higher - suggesting that salary improved after the first job. The modal salary level for Social Sciences graduates has risen to between £15,001 and £20,000 pa, with over half of those who have changed jobs earning over £15,001 for current job. 
Further Qualifications

· 40% of all graduates obtained a further qualification (7% gained two, 0.8% gained three and 0.2% gained 4 further qualifications). 

· 46% of Social Studies graduates have obtained a further qualification and 9% have obtained more than one.

· The most popular further qualifications studied by Social Studies graduates was a Masters.

Contact Details and Further Information

Please contact Zoë Young, LMI Co-ordinator, for further information or for a copy of the report listing all subjects’ analyses, at the Enterprise Centre for Learning & Curriculum Innovation, John Owens Building, University of Manchester. Tel: 0161 275 2349  Email: zoe.young@man.ac.uk
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